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On January 23, Sergeant Timothy D. Peters
arrived at the scene of a traffic crash on Missouri
Route BB in Laclede County. A passenger car was
lying on its side partially submerged in the rain-
swollen creek. He immediately entered the swift
moving water and assisted a civilian attempting to
rescue the driver. When the man came free from
the vehicle, all three men were swept away from
the car into the middle of the stream by the swift
current. The civilian went under water, so Sgt.
Peters pulled him up, allowing him to gasp for air.
Then, he had to do the same for the driver. Lifting
these men above the water caused Sgt. Peters to
become submerged. Working together, the three
men were able to make their way to shore. The
driver recovered from the crash.

On January 24, heavy rain fell in the Troop G
area. This caused extreme flooding, which made
low water bridges impassable. A sport utility
vehicle was swept into the swift water of Bryant
Creek in Douglas County. The water, which was
over four feet deep and continuing to rise, carried
the vehicle approximately 20 feet from the bridge.
The responding fire department determined it
lacked the resources to make an immediate res-
cue. Thus, Trooper Justin D. Piccinino secured
a rope around his chest and entered the water,

This display showed the progression from the ink and
roller method of fingerprinting people in the early years to
the livescan computerized way of capturing fingerprints
used today.
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Colonel Ronald K. Replogle

which immediately carried him downstream to the
vehicle. He secured the driver with the rope and
swam downstream to the shore.

Col. Jim F. Keathley retired effective March 1.
Governor Jay Nixon appointed Ronald K. “Ron”
Replogle the 21st superintendent of the Patrol ef-
fective March 1, 2010.

Trooper Dewey K. Heppe accepted a Valor
award for his actions on October 31, 2009. Tpr.
Heppe was off duty when he saw a two seat, Piper
single engine airplane crash during takeoff on a
private air strip behind his property. He notified
Troop E Headquarters requesting assistance and
responded to the scene. Without regard to his own
safety, Tpr. Heppe reached into the burning wreck-
age and pulled the passenger from the aircratft.
Flames prevented him from removing the pilot.
Unfortunately, neither survived. Tpr. Heppe sus-
tained minor burns on his hands from the fire.

President Barack Obama traveled through
portions of Troop B as part of his “White House
To Main Street” tour. On April 28, 2010, the presi-
dent visited POET Bio-refining, which was east of
Macon, MO. Over 90 uniformed members from



President Barak Obama visited Missouri in 2010.

Troops B, C, F, H, and General Headquarters were
part of the president’s security detail.

On June 30, in the sunshine on Lake of the
Ozarks’ Public Beach #2, Governor Jay Nixon
signed HB 1868, thus shifting the Missouri State
Water Patrol under the Missouri State Highway
Patrol. It became known as the Water Patrol Divi-
sion. There was no reduction in the number of
Water Patrol or Highway Patrol officers. The bill
went into effect January 1, 2011.

Two recruit classes graduated in 2010. The
91st Recruit Class graduated on July 23. Twenty-
seven troopers said the Oath of Office that day. On
December 17, an additional 36 troopers graduated
in the 92nd Recruit Class.

On April 29, the First Community Bank of
Cuba, MO, was robbed by an individual suspected
of five other bank robberies. Corporal Kyle D.
Wilmont was monitoring traffic north of Cuba
when he noticed a driver position his hand as to
obstruct the officer’s view of his face as he drove
past the officer’s location. Cpl. Wilmont initiated a
traffic stop to identify the driver. While speaking
to the driver, Cpl. Wilmont noticed several maps
and a paper with handwritten directions near the
passenger seat. Based on the driver’s statements
and information from witnesses at the scene, Cpl.
Wilmont placed the man under arrest for rob-
bery. After the arrest, a .357 magnum handgun
was found in the console, and the money from the
bank robbery was located in a bag in the vehicle’s
interior.

On Friday, October 15, Sergeant Joseph G.
Schuengel, 47, a Patrol pilot, was returning to
Spirit of St. Louis Airport after completing an
aircraft speed enforcement operation in Jefferson

Governor Jay Nixon signs HB 1868, thus shifting
the Missouri State Water Patrol to the Missouri
State Highway Patrol.

County when the Bell Jet Ranger helicopter he
was piloting crashed near the intersection of Clark-
son and Kehrs Mill Road, in St. Louis County. Sgt.
Schuengel was pronounced dead at the scene. He
was survived by his mother and three sisters.

In October, the Patrol launched a new email
alert system. The “Sex Offender Community Noti-
fication Program” allowed members of the public
to sign up for email notifications regarding chang-
es in addresses or work locations of registered sex
offenders in their area.

On December 20, a portion of Interstate 44
from Missouri Highway 100 overpass west to
the St. Mary’s Road overpass in Franklin County
became the “Corporal Dennis E. Engelhard Me-
morial Highway.” (EOW December 25, 2009. See
page 127.)

Sergeant Joseph G. Schuengel
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2011

The merging of the Water
Patrol into the Highway
Patrol took effect January 1,
with 95 Water Patrol officers
taking the Oath of Office for
trooper. They began wear-
ing the blue uniform of the
Highway Patrol that same
day. The new troopers attend-
ed one of two Water Patrol
transition training sessions
immediately after the merge.
Along with the 95 officers,
seven communications and
seven civilian personnel be-
came employees of the High-
way Patrol.

On January 27, a subject
pled guilty in federal court
to his role in a conspiracy to
illegally distribute more than
$1 million worth of Oxy-
Contin and Oxycodone. Gaming Division officers
Sergeant Jeff T. Fitzgerald and Corporal Brian W.
Vernon uncovered the prescription conspiracy at
the Isle of Capri Casino in Kansas City, MO, in
January 2007.

Trooper Don L. Doza, Trooper Justin D. Pic-
cinino, and Sergeant Timothy D. Peters accepted
Valor Awards. Tpr. Doza was recognized for his
bravery in extricating a man from his vehicle after
a traffic crash as propane tanks on his camper ex-
ploded. Tpr. Piccinio was recognized for his heroic
rescue of a driver on January 24, 2010. (See page
128.) Sgt. Peters was recognized for his bravery at
a traffic crash on January 23, 2010. (See page 128.)

The 93rd Recruit Class graduated June 24,
2011. The 41 new troopers reported to their first
assignment on July 11. The 94th Recruit Class
graduation took place on December 16. The 30
new troopers reported to their first assignment on
January 2, 2012.

Missouri experienced five natural disasters
in 2011. In each instance, the Patrol responded
immediately, providing manpower and resources
to help Missourians recover. An epic snowstorm
February 1, brought with it ice, freezing rain,
sleet, and 12-30 inches of snow. For the first time

Courthouse.
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All Water Patrol officers were sworn in as members of the Highway Patrol and
began wearing blue uniforms effective January 1, 2011. Pictured are a few

of the members of the newly formed Water Patrol Division. Judge Kenneth M.
Hayden, 26th Circuit Court, administered the Oath of Office for trooper to (I
to v) Trooper Dustin T. Metzner, Trooper Jason M. Worthley, Trooper Eric L.
Mueller, Trooper David F. Echternacht, Corporal Scott M. Lance, Captain
Matthew C. Walz, and Trooper Dustin H. Crafton at the Morgan County

in history, the entire length of Interstate 70 closed
for 14 1/2 hours due to the hazardous conditions.
Troopers worked 12-hour shifts and their leave
days were canceled. Communications employees
reported to headquarters with an overnight bag
of food and clothing. Members were responsible
for highway safety, search and rescue efforts, and
traffic control. This detail ran from January 31
through February 5 and included 413 officers.

Thunderstorms on April 19 were the first of
many in the Troop E area. By May 2, much of the
area had received over 20 inches of rain. Levees
collapsed-on their own or were breached by the
Army Corps of Engineers. Troopers assisted with
evacuations, search and rescue, damage assess-
ments, security patrols and checkpoints, dignitary
escorts, and traffic control. A mobile field force of
21 troopers from around the state grew to include
42 troopers and 18 boats. In one instance, troop-
ers rescued six boats of Missouri National Guard
personnel when they became stranded. The man-
power began to return to regular shifts on May
2, with the detail ending on May 11. The detail
included 165 officers.

A tornado hit St. Charles County and St. Louis
on April 22. The heavy winds caused significant



Evidence of the tornado’s
strength could be seen for
miles in Joplin.

Sgt. Daniel W. Hinten, Troop G, provides instruc-
tion at a daily briefing in Joplin.

damage at Lambert Airport and the surrounding
area. Officers responded to provide security pa-
trols, checkpoints, search and rescue, and damage
assessments. The 61 officers were assigned to this
special detail until May 1.

On May 22, an EF5 multiple vortex tornado
hit Joplin, MO. It reached a maximum width of
one mile, rapidly intensified, and tracked eastward
across the city, continuing across Interstate 44
into rural portions of Jasper County. This was the
deadliest tornado to hit the United States since
1947. Immediately, the Patrol sent 50 troopers to
the area, as well as one mobile command and com-
munications vehicle and four communications of-
ficers. The total number of employees (statewide)
deployed to Joplin would reach 362 members and
89 civilians. In addition to security patrols and
checkpoints, troopers went door-to-door search-
ing for people, they attended memorial services
and funerals, and they met with countless families.
Troopers also handled death investigations, dam-
age assessment, dignitary escort and protection,
and were tasked with locating 268 missing people,
all of which were accounted for by June 1. It was
reported that 162 people died as a result of this
tornado. This special detail ended June 26.

In June, flooding in Holt, Atchison, and Bu-
channan counties led to road closures lasting two
to three months. Numerous levees were breached,
creating extensive property damage. Fifty-two
officers from around the state were assigned to
assist during the flooding. They handled security
patrols, security checkpoints, search and rescue
efforts, damage assessment, and dignitary escort
and protection. The special detail ran from June 10
through August 6.

On Wednesday, June 22, a portion of U.S High-
way 36, 1.7 miles west of the intersection of Mis-
souri Route O, in Macon County, was dedicated as
the “Trooper William Brandt Memorial Highway.”
(EOW June 12, 1970. See page 44.)

On August 1, Trooper Frederick E. Guthrie Jr.,
46, a member of the Patrol’s Water Patrol Division,
and his Patrol K-9, Reed, were assigned to Mis-
souri River flood duty. They were working in the
area of Big Lake on Missouri Highway 118 and
Missouri Highway 111 in Holt County, MO. Appar-
ently, they were swept away by swift flood water.
On Tuesday, August 2, at approximately 6:25 p.m.
K-9 Reed was located in the swift moving flood wa-
ter approximately 100 yards from where Tpr. Guth-
rie’s patrol truck and boat had been located. On
September 28, Colonel Ron Replogle regretfully
announced the official death of Tpr. Guthrie. This
announcement followed the issuance of Letters
of Independent Administration by Platte County
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Trooper Frederick F. Guthrie Jr.

Associate Circuit Judge James Van Amburg to
Tpr. Guthrie’s spouse, Mrs. Teresa Guthrie. The
Patrol held a memorial service on December 14,
2011. Tpr. Guthrie’s body was located on January
12, 2012. He was survived by his wife and three
children.

On Thursday, September 29, the portion of
U.S. Highway 67 from County Road 422 to U.S.

Highway 60 East/67 South bypass in Butler Coun-
ty, became the “Missouri State Highway Patrol
Sergeant David May Memorial Highway.” (EOW
May 17, 1999. See page 92.)

In September, the National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) presented
the Water Patrol Division with its coveted Com-
pass Award. The award recognized the division’s
leadership, commitment, and sacrifice in assist-
ing NASBLA and the U.S. Coast Guard. These
three entities designed, tested, and implemented
the first-ever battery of seated, standardized field
sobriety tests, thus enhancing boating under the
influence enforcement actions across the nation.

On October 19, two teams of employees ac-
cepted awards from the Governor Jay Nixon. The
Missouri Criminal Justice Modernization Project
team accepted a Governor’s Award for Quality and
Productivity in technology. The Missouri Automat-
ed Criminal History Site team earned a Governor’s
Award for Quality and Productivity in efficiency/
process improvement.

On October 21, a ceremony dedicated a por-
tion of Interstate 64 from Boone’s Crossing over-
pass west to the Spirit of St. Louis overpass in
St. Louis County the “Highway Patrol Sgt. Joe

High-speed, straight-line winds pushed over the Troop H radio tower on August 18. It had been a landmark in
St. Joseph since the late 1940s.
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On September 11, 2011, emergency services personnel unfurled the Word Trade Center flag in front of St.
John’s Hospital in Joplin, MO. The flag made stops across the country where anyone who wanted could sew a
stitch and help repair it. Joplin was the flag’s last stop before returning to New York.

Schuengel Memorial Highway.” (EOW October
15, 2009. See page 129.)

The Ford Motor Company produced its last
Crown Victoria police package vehicles in 2011.
The Patrol purchased a small quantity of Chevro-
let Caprice and Dodge Charger police vehicles to
begin an evaluation process.

The Crime Laboratory Division achieved inter-
national accreditation from the American Society
of Crime Laboratory Directors/ Laboratory Ac-
creditation Board (ASCLD/LAB) on September 8.

Effective October 1, members of the Water
Patrol Division were reassigned to the troop in

A new weigh station located on Interstate 44 in St.
Clair, MO, opened September 12, 2011.

which they resided and designated marine opera-

tions troopers.
2012

On March 10, David W. Crank effected a traffic
stop on Interstate 55 when he observed a vehicle
tailgating and driving aggressively. After noticing
the odor of marijuana, he called for assistance.
The vehicle’s occupants refused to provide iden-
tification. After Cpl. J. Shane Stewart arrived, the
individuals began behaving in an aggressive man-
ner during questioning. A passenger fired at Cpl.
Stewart, who was seriously injured. The officers
exchanged gunfire with and killed the shooter.
Another occupant was injured. Sgt. Richard J.
Sanders was also on the scene and provided life-
saving first aid to Cpl. Stewart, who recovered and
returned to active duty.

Trooper Kelsey J. Rutledge and Trooper Dar-
win R. Hukill followed up on a tip by initiating a
knock and talk. The result was an investigation
yielding stolen property with an estimated value of
$100,000. A follow up investigation closed over 20
theft cases.

Trooper Jim C. Cooksey and Corporal Reid
T. Fessler each accepted a Valor Award for their
actions in 2011. Tpr. Cooksey was recognized for
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Tpr. David W. Crank, Tpr. Jeremy S. Stewart, and Sgt.
Richard J. Sanders, all Troop E, stand before the Mis-
souri House of Representatives where they were honored
as Outstanding Missourians. (Related to the March 12
traffic stop.)

his bravery after a vehicle crashed and went into
a flooded drainage ditch. He went into the swift
moving, deep water to help remove the driver and
swim him to shore. Cpl. Fessler was recognized
for his brave actions in pulling an unresponsive
driver from a burning vehicle. At the same awards
ceremony, Sergeant Tim D. Peters accepted a
Purple Heart for injuries sustained during a con-
frontation at a traffic stop on Interstate 44 in 2011.
President Barack Obama returned to Joplin,
MO, in May 2012, a year after the deadly EF-5
tornado, to speak to the graduating seniors whose

Lt. Erik A. Gottman, Troop B, tackles Sgt.
Jeffery C. Creech, Troop B, during a tactical
swimming drill.

high school was destroyed. The Patrol assisted the
Secret Service with security during the president’s
visit.

On Sunday, August 26, Corporal Justin S. John-
son and Trooper Benjamin R. Hilliard heard a call
for assistance from the Harrison County 9-1-1 dis-
patcher. A Kia was traveling northbound on Inter-
state 35 and its accelerator was stuck. The two offi-
cers were in the area and responded immediately.
What followed was a 65-mile trek up I-35 traveling
at speeds well over 100 mph. The troopers stayed
with the Kia for the next 34 minutes, well into the
state of Jowa. While manag-
ing traffic, the officers were
communicating with each
other, Harrison County’s
9-1-1 dispatch, and Troop H
Headquarters. These conver-
sations were yielding ideas to
try to stop the vehicle. The
driver held her cell phone in
one hand and the steering
wheel in the other as she tried
each suggestion provided by
Harrison County dispatch and
the Highway Patrol. There
were times when traffic pat-

President Barrack Obama addressed the 2012 graduating class of Joplin
High School.
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Sgt. Al B Nothum, Troop C, and Cardinals Pitcher
Joe Kelly recorded a seat belt PSA.

terns caused the troopers to move out of the way
and allow the Kia to pass. They then resumed the
high-speed escort. If the troopers’ lights and sirens
didn’t inspire drivers to move their vehicles out

of the way, the three vehicles were forced to use
evasive maneuvers. The driver tried every sug-
gestion without success. Upon being informed of
the situation, Major J. Bret Johnson suggested she
press the brake and lift the accelerator at the same
time. This action resulted in her vehicle slowing
down to a stop.

St. Louis Cardinals players Matt Carpenter,
Jon Jay, Joe Kelly, Shelby Miller, and Jason Motte
joined Sergeant Amy E. Reynolds, Trooper Jus-
ton R. Wheetley, Trooper Derek A. Mason, and
Sergeant Al P. Nothum to film public service an-
nouncements about the importance of wearing a
seat belt. The Patrol’s AV Section filmed the PSAs
at Busch Stadium.

The 95th Recruit Class graduated from the
Patrol’s Law Enforcement Academy on September
21. Twenty-six troopers said the Oath of Office that
day.

A memorial highway dedication ceremony
honoring Tpr. Fred Guthrie Jr. took place on Octo-
ber 5, at the Platte County Resource Center. The
“Trooper Fred F. Guthrie Jr. Memorial Highway” is
a portion of Interstate 29 between Missouri High-
way 273 (near Tracy, MO) and Missouri Route E
(near Camden Point, MO). (EOW August 1, 2011.
See pages 131-132.)

Tpr. Liere R. Dancy, Sgt. Barry A. Kumph, and
Cpl. Carl A. Taibi, all Troop A, regulated traf-
fic at Gate 1 during the MLB All-Star game.

The Patrol’s Safety Education Center was
re-named the Colonel Alvin R. Lubker Memorial
Safety & Education Center effective December 22.

The Patrol acquired 10 Ford Interceptor Se-
dans and 28 Ford Interceptor Utility vehicles in
order to evaluate them. These vehicles, and an
additional 350 Dodge Chargers, joined the Crown
Victorias, Tahoes, Impalas, and pickup trucks in
the agency’s fleet.

The Patrol provided 30 troopers, five support
personnel, a helicopter, and two mobile command
centers to assist with traffic control at the 2012
Major League Baseball All- Star Game and related
festivities July 8-10, in Kansas City at Kauffman
Stadium.

For the first time, a SAFE boat joined the
Patrol’s fleet on display at the Missouri State Fair.
The model was called the Defender, and was
specifically designed to assist with our homeland
security roles in the Kansas City and St. Louis port
areas.

The Patrol acquired an additional 350 Dodge
Chargers in 2012.
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2013

Colonel Ron Replogle presented Valor Awards
to Sergeant Shawn L. Price and Trooper David W.
Crank. Sgt. Price was honored for his response
to an active shooter in Jackson, MO, on June 13,
2012. He directed neighbors to safety while under
fire before scanning the area for the gunman, who
was concealed in a tree line. When the suspect
fired again, it appeared he was shooting toward
Cape Girardeau County deputies. Sgt. Price fired
rifle rounds into the area where the smoke origi-
nated and notified other officers via radio as to the
suspect’s location. A short time later, the suspect
was taken into custody. Corporal J. Shane Stewart
accepted a Purple Heart. (See page 133 for a de-
scription of the incident involving both Tpr. Crank
and Tpr. Stewart.)

A new driver examination station in St. Peters,
MO, opened on April 1.

The 96th Recruit Class graduated on July 13,
during a ceremony on the south lawn of the Mis-
souri Capitol. Thirty-eight troopers repeated the
Oath of Office that day. Due to the overlap in train-
ing, the 97th Recruit Class attended the gradua-
tion ceremony, standing at attention in the shade.
The 97th Recruit Class graduated on December
20, adding 30 new troopers to the ranks.

On July 24, President Barack Obama visited
the Warrensburg, MO, area to make a speech on
the campus of the University of Central Missouri.
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Members of the Aircraft Division responded to Texas
County to rescue a hunter. This was first short haul
rescue in Patrol history.

The Patrol and local law enforcement
assisted the Secret Service with security
and traffic control.

On September 20, Trooper Zach-
ary S. Wang learned that a man had
robbed the First Bank in Dutzow, MO.
While traveling southbound on Mis-
souri Route F from New Melle, MO,
Tpr. Wang observed a vehicle matching
the description provided by the Warren
County dispatch. He turned around and
attempted to overtake the vehicle. As he

Troopers dig out a motorist whose
vehicle became high centered on
snow after sliding off the roadway.



Lt. Nathan C. Ahern, Troop A, speaks to the detail prior to President
Barrack H. Obama’s visit to the University of Central Missouri in

Warrensburg, MO.

rounded a curve, he saw that the suspect’s vehicle
was on the side of the road with the driver’s side
door partially open. Tpr. Wang stopped his patrol
vehicle behind the suspect’s vehicle. Knowing the
man was armed, Tpr. Wang immediately exited his
patrol car and ordered the driver to exit the ve-
hicle and get on the ground. The driver exited the
vehicle, pointed a revolver at Tpr. Wang, and be-
gan to fire. The first shot struck Tpr. Wang in the
chest, and he returned fire as he sought cover at
the rear of his patrol vehicle. During the exchange
of gunfire, the suspect was struck and dropped
his revolver. Once the suspect was secure, Tpr.
Wang requested emergency medical personnel to
respond. Further investigation revealed that this
man was responsible for three additional
robberies in the St. Louis, MO, area.
Tpr. David W. Crank accepted a
Missouri Medal of Valor from Governor
Jay Nixon. The award stemmed from
his actions during a traffic stop in New
Madrid County in 2012. (See pagel33.)
The Patrol hosted Leadership in
Police Organizations training at General
Headquarters for the first time. Both
uniformed and civilian leaders within
the Patrol and other law enforcement
agencies attended. The course focused
on combining the art of leadership with

the science of human behavior to
achieve ethical leadership.

In the fall, criminalists assigned
to the Patrol’s Crime Laboratory
Division and members assigned to
Troops C, D, G, the Public Informa-
tion & Education Division, and the
Division of Drug & Crime Con-
trol took part in The Constitution
Project. Designed by Texas County
Associate Circuit Judge Douglas
D. Gaston, the Constitution Project
provided hands-on lessons for high
school students who act as crime
scene investigators, journalists,
and lawyers. The teams competed
regionally before traveling to Jef-
ferson City for the finals. General
Headquarters hosted the “crime
scene” and the Missouri Supreme
Court hosted the “court case.”

In August, Sergeant Tim J. Hourihan and
Sergeant Darryl C. Suhr initiated an investigation
after seeing a MIAC bulletin from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and Bureau of Alcohol,
Tabaco, Firearms, and Explosives. The bulletin
requested help locating two subjects who had a
propensity for violence and had detonated explo-
sives in Southeast Missouri. Sgt. Hourihan re-
called seeing the vehicle mentioned in the bulletin.
He and Sgt. Suhr reviewed hours of surveillance
video at the casino and identified the subjects, who
were then arrested.

Troop F SWAT team makes its way through a culvert on the
timed obstacle course. The Patrol’s four SWAT teams took part
in a friendly competition during biennial training.
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Corporal Michael S. Bracker relentlessly
investigated numerous cattle thefts in Southwest
Missouri over a two-year period, ending in 2013.
His determination led to the identification, appre-
hension, and arrest of the individual responsible
for the theft and illegal sale of stolen cattle. In ad-
dition, officers recovered over $200,000 in stolen

property.

An advanced spectroscope portal radiation monitor
was installed at the D4-East weigh station on
Interstate 44 in Joplin, MO. This monitor detectd
and identified radiation. This weigh station was
chosen due to the high volume of truck traffic on
that interstate highway.

Clerk IV Ronda K. Shoush as-
sistd Tpr. James A. Rowe, both
Troop B, with registration.

The 20th Annual Corporal Michael E. Webster
Memorial Blood Drive took place statewide for
the first time. The drive collected 270 pints of
blood. The photo (at right) shows Ms. Alana
(Webster) Hickman, Cpl. Webster’s daughter,
donating blood at Troop D Headquarters.
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2014

The Academy graduated 65 new troopers in
2014. The 98th Recruit Class graduated 34 troop-
ers June 27. The 99th Recruit Class graduated 31
troopers December 19.

On January 19, Trooper Jeff S. Leathers un-
selfishly entered a burning residence twice to
evacuate people and move them to a safe area.
The second entry into the residence was even
more complicated than the first due to propane
tanks next to the residence exploding and sending
shrapnel through the air.

Trooper Richard L. Ayers responded to the
scene where a citizen was trapped in a waterway
after a flash flood in Southeast Missouri on April
27. Tpr. Ayers persevered when his boat capsized
as he made his way to the trapped man in swift
moving floodwaters. Tpr. Ayers remained calm,
swam to the bank, then made his way toward the
stranded man. When he reached the man, Tpr.
Ayers moved him to a safer location and gave the

man the life jacket he was wearing. Tpr. Ayers
then helped make a path for rescuers to reach his
location.

On May 22, Driver Examiner Supervisor Tim
Murphy was performing his routine duties as a
driver examiner when he came upon a burning
residence. DE Sprv. Murphy immediately re-
quested emergency assistance, and then ran into
the residence. He removed two occupants, one of
which was elderly and unable to walk without as-
sistance.

In the early hours of April 8, fire destroyed
the main garage building (behind Troop F Head-
quarters). Although most of the hand tools were
salvaged, 10 work bays, the car wash, the ware-
house and vehicle detail area, and eight vehicles
were a complete loss. The Radio Shop sustained
smoke damage, but was operational within a few
days. Service and repair operations were moved
temporarily to garage space behind MoDOT’s cen-
tral office in Jefferson City. Car trades and some
emergency warning equipment repairs continued

A five destroyed the GHQ Garage on April 8, 2014.

Although most of the hand tools
were salvaged, the GHQ Garage
was considered a complete loss.
A total of eight vehicles burned.




to be performed at the Patrol’s marine
maintenance facility. Preliminary reports
suggested the fire originated in a pickup
truck inside the garage.

Colonel Ron Replogle presented Valor
Awards to Troopers Daniel J. Johnson
and Jason W. Philpott for their bravery
during a 2013 incident. Tprs. Johnson and
Philpott launched a Patrol boat, went to a
mobile home, outfitted an elderly couple
with personal flotation devices, and placed
them into the rescue boat. The vessel’s
motor stalled after the propeller became
entangled in barbed wire, then began tak-
ing on water in the swift current before it
capsized. All four occupants began drift-
ing downstream in the swift moving water,
headed toward a certain crash into a

Cpl. Dustin T. Metzner (in cage) experiences Water Egress

flooded concrete bridge. Tprs. Johnsonand 5. 0 sith Capt. David K. Striegel (1) and Tpr. Dustin L.
Philpott swam to and retrieved the elderly Braynard (r) operating the apparatus.

couple. The troopers then swam against
the swift current and brought the couple to

shore just a few feet from the edge of the concrete

bridge.
SWAT negotiators from Troops A, C, and F
competed in a scenario-driven competition in

Kansas City, MO, on May 28. The negotiators from

Troops F and C comprised one team while the

Troop A negotiators competed as part of a multi-

Crim. Sprv. Adam C. Benne explains the Laboratory
Information Management System to visitors from Moldova.
The Moldovan officials were learning about the Patrol’s

accreditation process as they prepared for their own.
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jurisdictional team. The Troops F and C negotia-
tors took first place in the Missouri Association of
Crisis Negotiators Challenge.

Aircraft Division pilots completed Water
Egress Training in June and July 2014. The train-
ing covered topics such as bracing for impact, un-
latching cabin doors, and finding reference prior

to impact with water. The pilots used an under-

water escape trainer with a generic fuselage
section representing an aircraft cockpit during
training.

At approximately 1:33 p.m. on August 9,
Troop C received a call from Ferguson (MO)
Police Department to respond and assist with
an officer-involved shooting. The responding
officers were unaware they were some of the
first officers on the scene of what would be-
come one of the longest periods of civil unrest
in American history. During the next couple
days, tensions between protesters and police
grew. Governor Jay Nixon directed the Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol to step forward
in a security role. Captain Ronald S. Johnson,
the current Troop C troop commander, was
named head of security in Ferguson. Over the
next four months, looting, rioting, and vio-
lence plagued the Ferguson community. Even
through the violence and devastation, troopers



were able to reach out to the
community and show their sup-
port. Over the four months of
unrest, troopers from all over
the state were sent to assist
with maintaining security in
Ferguson and the surrounding
area.

At a ceremony on Decem-
ber 18, Gov. Nixon presented
Missouri Medals of Valor to
Troopers Daniel J. Johnson
and Jason W. Philpott for their
extraordinary acts of courage
after a flash flood in Douglas
County. (See page 140.)

Gov. Nixon awarded a 2014
Governor’s Award for Quality
and Productivity in efficiency/
process to the Digital Forensic
Investigation Unit on October
30. The DFIU’s primary goal is
investigating child pornogra-
phy file sharing networks and
the enticement of children on
social media. It was determined
that a collaborative effort with
other state agencies and new
investigative techniques with
existing software led to greater
efficiency and cost reduction to

the program in general.
Troopers from across the state provided a calm presence and community All members and com-

policing approach in Ferguson, MO. mercial vehicle officers began
using the Safariland model
6360- 832 holster, which bet-
ter accommodated their Glock
Model 22.

Capt. Ron Johnson, Troop C, provides an update to officers prior to their
security shift in Ferguson, MO.

Troopers spent their own money to
restore a rundown basketball goal,
provided a new basketball for the
neighborhood children, and later
shot a few hoops with them.
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A national spotlight shone on Texas
County after a man Kkilled seven people
and then committed suicide. Shortly after
10 p.m. on the evening of February 26,

a Texas County 9-1-1 operator received

a call from a young girl reporting she
had heard gunshots in her home. The
young girl was calling from a neighbor’s
house. Officers found her parents dead
from gunshot wounds; her brother safe
and sleeping in his bedroom. A second
call from a woman notified authorities
she had been shot and left for dead, and Sgt. Jeffery R. Kinder, Troop G, speaks to the press about the

her husband killed. The woman identi- maurders in Texas County.

fied the gunman as Joseph Aldridge, of

Tyrone, MO. Officers from various departments ducting commercial driver’s license and motor-
began the search for Aldridge and found his moth- cycle skKills testing, along with a commercial motor
er, who had been terminally ill, deceased in their vehicle pre-test inspection building.

home. As officers went door-to-door, two more Colonel Ron Replogle retired on May 1. Gover-
couples were found deceased in their homes. All nor Jay Nixon appointed Major J. Bret Johnson the
the deceased were relatives of Aldridge. Eleven 22nd superintendent of the Patrol effective May 1.

criminal investigators from the Division of Drug
and Crime Control were assigned to process the
many crime scenes. Two clerical staff from the
Patrol’s Violent Crime Support Unit and 26 road
officers, who went door-to-door searching for
Aldridge, assisted DDCC. The parking lot of the
Texas County Justice Center was filled with satel-
lite trucks, news crews, and onlookers. The next
day, Aldridge was found dead of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.

A new commercial driver’s license super-
site opened in Hannibal, MO. The facility had a
90,000-square-foot concrete testing pad for con-
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The new commercial driver’s license supersite in
Hannibal, MO, is pictured. Colonel J. Bret Johnson

142



The Career Recruitment Divi-
sion was formed on June 1. This
division’s main responsibility
included recruiting civilian and
uniformed employees. The divi-
sion employees were to cultivate
partnerships with diverse groups
and organizations, build long-
term relationships with young
people and provide information
regarding the wide range of
career opportunities within the
Patrol.

For the first time, the Patrol’s
Troop E Honor Guard sent a
team to compete during National
Police Week. The guard traveled
to Washington, D.C., for the May
14 competition, which included
three phases: inspection, color
guard, and exhibition.

The Patrol’s 100th Recruit Class graduated
June 26. The Patrol commissioned 32 new troop-
ers during the ceremony. The 101st Recruit Class
commissioned 25 new troopers December 18.

Trooper Darrin R. Haslag investigated a
former Gasconade County deputy sheriff at the
request of the current sheriff. During the course
of the nearly two-year investigation, Tpr. Haslag
gained the confidence of numerous victims, who
were sexually assaulted from June 2010 through
August 2012. Evidence was obtained suggesting
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Cpl. Charles W. Hoff, Troop A, answers questions during the 2015 Kansas
City Boat Show.

the suspect used his power as a law enforcement
officer to conduct the sexual assaults. Tpr. Haslag
identified a second suspect, conducted search
warrants, followed leads, and identified victims.
During the investigation, approximately 85 poten-
tial victims were identified. On January 27, both
suspects were arrested and charged with multiple
felonies each. Some of the charges included first
degree rape, public servant acceding to corrup-
tion, and use of a child in a sexual performance.
Troop H replaced two commercial motor
vehicle scale platforms
(Post H4 South, Atchi-
son County, and Post
H2 South, Harrison
County) with state-of-
the-art, three platform

Troop E Honor Guard
stands silently during

the inspection portion

of the National Honor
Guard competition during
National Police Week in
Washington, D.C.
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scale. This new scale had a digital readout made
available outside the scale house. Commercial mo-
tor vehicle drivers could see their axle weights and
gross weight while still sitting in their vehicles.
After being closed since 2003, the training tank
reopened in 2015. Members of the 101st Recruit

On July 20, 2015, members of the 101st Recruit
Class christened the training tank. While in the
Academy, recruits are trained in the elementary
freestyle (American crawl), breaststroke, side
stroke, and elementary backstroke. They also attend
classroom training on marine laws and boater
safety. In this photo, they are treading water.
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Workers pour concrete at the
approach of the Post H2 weigh
station.

Class used the training tank on July 20, 2015, as
part of their training. At the same time the training
tank was repaired, a strength training room and
defensive tactics room were constructed adjacent
to the tanking. On August 5, the Missouri State
Highway Patrol training tank was dedicated in
memory of Tpr. Fred Guthrie, who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on August 1, 2011.

On August 28, Trooper James M. Bava, 25,
was Killed in a one-vehicle traffic crash in Aud-
rain County. At 8:29 a.m., Tpr. Bava radioed he
observed a motorcyclist commit a traffic violation
on Missouri Route FF in Audrain County. A few
minutes later, communications operators at Troop
F Headquarters in Jefferson City attempted to
contact Tpr. Bava by radio and did not receive a
response. At 8:35 a.m., Troop F received a report
regarding a Missouri State Highway Patrol vehicle
being involved in a single vehicle crash on Route

Trooper James M. Bava



Those attending the diversity celebration enjoyed meeting the McPherson family. Pictured with the McPherson family
are members of the Career Recruitment Division, which planned the event.

FF, just east of Audrain Road 977. Emergency
responders arrived on the scene and confirmed
Tpr. Bava had been Kkilled in the crash. He was sur-
vived by his fiancee, parents, and siblings.

In November 2015, the Audrain County Pros-
ecuting Attorney’s Office charged a 20-year-old
Mexico, MO, man in connection with Tpr. Bava’s
death. The first trial resulted in a mistrial when
the jury could not reach a verdict (2017). The
man was found not guilty of manslaughter and not
guilty of resisting a lawful stop in the second trial
(2018).

The Patrol celebrated 50 years of diversity on
November 2, with a gathering in the Academy
gymnasium. Mr. David J. McPherson, Missouri’s
first black trooper, served as keynote speaker at
the event.

The Missouri Automated Criminal History Site
Fingerprint Portal team accepted a Governor’s
Award for Quality and Productivity in efficiency/
process improvement. The MACHS Fingerprint
Portal team created a new system that allowed the
state to electronically process fingerprint-based
background checks. This new system allowed for
the reduction of positions and man-hours previous-
ly dedicated to manually processing such checks.

Severe storms, tornadoes, straight-line winds,
and record flooding occurred during late Decem-
ber 2015. The adverse weather affected Troops C,
D, F, G, and I, and resulted in 33 Missouri counties
being awarded federal disaster assistance. From
December 26-30, troopers rescued 41 people from

Col. Jackie B. (Bret) Johnson stands with the
MACHS Fingerprint Portal team after the team
accepted a Governor’s Award for Quality &
Productivity.

fast moving flood waters after either they or their
cars were swept away. The flooding was directly
responsible for 14 fatalities.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol entered the
realm of social media with the creation of Twitter
accounts and re-activation of a Facebook page.
The first Tweet invited the public to view a recruit-
ing video; the second wished everyone a happy
new year. Twitter accounts for GHQ, all nine
troops, DDCC, recruiting, and the colonel began
communicating to the public on December 31.
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SWAT team members from Troops A, C, and
F joined local troopers and law enforcement agen-
cies in the search for Pablo Antonio Serrano-Vito-
rino. On March 7, Serrano-Vitorino, 40, was sus-
pected of killing four people in a home next door
to his own in Kansas City, KS. He then fled the
area in a pickup that was later found abandoned in
Montgomery County on the side of Interstate 70.
Nearby, Randy J. Nordman, 49, was shot and killed
at his home. The suspect matched Serrano-Vito-
rino’s description. Within minutes, Montgomery
County deputies and area troopers established a
perimeter and secured three local schools. The 17-
hour manhunt lasted through the night in the rain.
Sergeant R. Brooks McGinnis and Sergeant Greg
D. Primm located the suspect lying in the grass at
the intersection of I-70 and Missouri Route 19, and
took him into custody without further incident.

The new Patrol Garage was dedicated on
February 4, 2016 (operations began December
18, 2015). The new facility had a new more mod-
ern layout with fewer garage doors and one main
entrance, an abundance of storage, and excellent
lighting.

Trooper Jason M. Hurt accepted a Valor Award
at the annual awards banquet. While off duty and
traveling in his personal vehicle, Tpr. Hurt ob-
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served a female standing on the side of County
Road 327 in Monroe County, Missouri. He stopped
and asked if he could assist her, and learned her
boyfriend was intoxicated, angry, and attempting
to commit suicide in a nearby cabin. Tpr. Hurt
responded immediately to the cabin and observed
two men struggling over a rifle. Tpr. Hurt drew his
handgun and identified himself as a Missouri State
Highway Patrol trooper, but the men continued
struggling. Tpr. Hurt then holstered his handgun,
took hold of the rifle, and disarmed the suicidal
man. Tpr. Hurt took the man into custody, secured
the scene, and contacted the Monroe County
Sheriff’'s Department. The man was transported to
a hospital for a psychiatric evaluation.

In July 2015, Trooper Derek A. Mason read
an email from MIAC sharing information about
a kidnapping that occurred in Rio Rancho, NM.
The Rio Rancho (NM) Police Department pinged
the subject’s cell phone in Colorado and in Kansas
City, MO. Tpr. Mason established contact with the
Rio Rancho Police Department and, with Sergeant
Michael E. Broniec and Trooper Jose Sanchez,
began investigating. Another cell phone ping led
the Missouri troopers to a Greyhound Bus Sta-
tion in downtown St. Louis. The troopers checked
manifests and surveillance video to determine the
bus the subjects boarded was due to stop i